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Fig. 1 The posterior ramus of the 2nd lumbar spinal nerve
L2A: the anterior ramus of the spinal nerve, L2L: the lateral branch of the
posterior ramus of the 2nd lumbar spinal nerve, L2ZM: the medial branch of the
posterior ramus, L2I: the intermediate branch of the posterior ramus
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Fig. 2 Branching of the posterior ramus of the 9th thoracic
spinal nerve



Fig. 3 The posterior ramus of the 1st thoracic spinal nerve

Fig. 5 The posterior ramus of the 4th cervical spinal nerve
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Fig. 6 The posterior ramus of the lumbar spinal nerve in the
dolphin embryo
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The shape of the triple branching of the posterior ramus of the spinal nerve
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Uunderstanding the layout of the posterior ramus of the spinal nerve is important for insertion of the needle into spaces in the spinal
column from the dorsal side to introduce regional anesthesia. In the current textbooks, no clear description is provided. Under the cir-
cumstances, we studied the layout of the posterior ramus of the spinal nerve in human body and in the dolphin embryos using a macro-
scopic approach. We found triple branching at the first branching of the posterior ramus at C3,C4, T1, T4, T7, T9, T12, L2, L3, S1, S2
in the human body and dolphin embryos. The position and the shape of the branching differed according to the spinal segment.
Key words: posterior ramus, dorsal ramus, spinal nerve, human, dolphin

IR OH 38 (PR D5 RE 29



