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Fig. 1 Cadaver dissection. The right internal thoracic artery
and vein (white arrow) divide into the vessels (arrowheads) at
the superior portion of the falciform ligament and the left in-
ferior phrenic artery and vein (black arrow).
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The superior group of vessels in the falciform ligament

Kenji IBUKURO, Rei TANAKA, Shoko ABE, Kimiko TOBE, Hozumi FUKUDA
Department of Radiology, Mitsui Memorial Hospital

Objective: The purpose of this study was to clarify the anatomical detail of the superior group of vessels in the falciform ligament in
terms of the relationship with the internal thoracic vessels and the intrahepatic portal vein.

Materials and Methods: We examined seven adult human cadavers and dissected in terms of the relationship between the superior
group of vessels in the falciform ligament, the internal thoracic, and the inferior phrenic vessels.

Results: The superior group of vessels anastomosed the right (n=4), left (n=2), and both internal thoracic vessels (n=1). They also
anastomosed the left (n=4), right (n=1), and both inferior phrenic vessels (n=1).

Conclusion: We demonstrated the anastomoses between the superior group of vessels of the falciform ligament, the internal thoracic
vessels, and the intrahepatic portal vein. Some clinical phenomena such as hepatic hot spot, vascular pathway to tumor at hepatic
dome can be explained by these anastomoses.
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