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Fig. 1 Left view showing an extremely small-sized internal
carotid artery (%) and an anastomosis (island, %) between
the internal and external carotid arteries

Au: posterior auricular a., B: carotid body, CC: common carotid a., Fa: facial
a., Li: lingual a., Oc: occipital a., Ty: superior thyroid a., ¥¥: hypoglossal a.
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Fig. 2 Photograph of the same case
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A case of partial degeneration of the internal carotid artery
accompanied with a remnant of the second branchial arch artery
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An extremely small-sized internal carotid artery, accompanied by an anomalous anastomosis (island) between the external and inter-
nal carotid arteries, was found in the left neck of a 67-year-old Japanese female cadaver at Hirosaki in 2001. Such a conclusion was
judged from the positional sites of the carotid body and the carotid branch of glossopharyngeal nerve. The large anastomosis com-
municated between a common trunk of the lingual, facial, and other arteries and the upper end of the small-sized internal carotid ar-
tery, and branched off the occipital and ascending pharyngeal arteries at the top of the island. A poor hypoglossal artery arose from the
internal carotid artery near the external opening of carotid canal. The present anastomosis, especially the proximal part, might have
resulted from the second branchial arch artery during developement.
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