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Anatomy of truncus sympathicus for stellate ganglionic block
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1Department of Anesthesia, Nihon University School of Dentistry, 2Department of Anatomy, Tokyo Medical University,
3 Anatomisches Institut, University of Leipzig

Stellate ganglionic block is useful for the treatment of headache, shoulder pain, facial palsy, sweating, herpes zoster, etc. In recent
years, the block is performed at the level of 6th cervical vertebra. However, in Japan, the anatomy and the technical explanation of the
block has not been well described. To satisfy the clinical request, in six cadavers we examined the relation between the truncus sym-
pathicus and the cervical vertebrae, the vagus, recurrent nerve, phrenic nerve, brachial plexus, ascending cervical artery, inferior
thyroid artery, carotid sheath and longus capitis muscle.

We reconfirmed that the truncus sympathicus is located medial to the anterior tubercule of the transverse process of the 6th cervical
vertebra. We found that the ascending cervical artery is located lateral to the anterior tubercule of the 6th vertebra. The insertion
point of the block should be located medial to the anterior tubercule of the transverse process of the 6th cervical vertebra.

Key words: stellate ganglion block, ganglion stellatum, truncus sympathicus, longus capitis muscle, ascending cervical muscle

B 6 SAHERLIC 3s10 5 BIRMRERTY 11 » 7 12DV TOMEH 7



