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The types and frequencies of variations in the biliary tract associated with a major portal vein anomaly
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Purpose: To compare biliary configurations in patients with and without a major portal vein variation (L+A).

Materials and Methods: Of the 478 patients who underwent MDCT cholangiography, 44 had the L + A pattern. The group of 158
consecutive patients without the L + A pattern served as the control group.

Results: The classical hilar confluence pattern (type Ar) was less frequent in the L+ A group than in the control group (31.8% vs.
73.4%; p<0.05).

Types Br and Dr were more frequent in the L+ A group than in the control group (p<0.05). Infraportal course of the RPSD (type
Dr-Fr) was frequent in the L + A group (22.7% vs. 7.6%; p <0.05). In addition, development of the right hepatic duct (Types Ar, Dr
and Gr) was less frequent in the L+ A group (45.5% vs. 79.1%; p<0.05).

Conclusion: Patients with the major portal vein variation had significantly different bile duct configurations than did control individ-
uals.
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