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Fig. 1 An anomalous branching of both common carotid arteries and its
branches

CB, carotid body; CCA, common carotid artery; FA, facial artery; LA, lingual artery; MA,
maxillary artery; OA, occipital artery; STA, superficial temporal artery; SThA, superior
thyroid artery; TFA, transverse facial artery
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An anomalous branching of the common carotid artery

Yoshiko ASAMI, Eiko MURATA, Keiko FUJITA, Hiroyuki SUDA, Masumi AKITA*
Department of Anatomy and *Division of Morphological Science, Satitama Medical School

An anomalous branching of both common carotid arteries was observed in a 70-year-old Japanese male cadaver. In this anomaly, there
is a single carotid vessel without an identifiable bifurcation.

Left side; The superior thyroid, lingual, facial and ascending pharyngeal arteries arose from the common (or internal) carotid artery,
and the main trunk was divided into two branches. One branch entered into the carotid canal and the other branch terminated in the
maxillary and superficial temporal arteries. The maxillary and superficial temporal arteries arose from a common trunk. The occipital
artery arose near the origin of the common trunk.

Right side; The superior thyroid, lingual and facial arteries arose from the common (or internal) carotid artery, and divided into two
branches in a similar manner as the left side. The branch entering the carotid canal gave off the ascending pharyngeal and occipital ar-
teries.

Both carotid bodies were observed to be near the origin of the superior thyroid artery. We assumed that the main trunk above the level
of the carotid body was the internal carotid artery. The possible embryologic explanation of this rare vascular anomaly was discussed.
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