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Fig. 1 Schematic drawing of the arterial supply to the testis
and epididymis

CA: cremasteric artery, DA: deferential artery, EA: epididymal artery, TA: i . i i
testicular artery, MB: main branch from the testicular artery, STB: superior Fig. 2 A specimen of the double testicular artery of the right

testicular branch from the epididymal artery side. Inferior ramus (IR) from the abdominal aorta pierces the
tunica albuginea at the posterior border of the testis (IRt). Su-
perior ramus (SR) from the inferior suprarenal artery first di-
vides into two branches about 5 cm above the testis. One branch

FIRAG O HE R BITEALOFNC L > THEL 5D Tl descends to the epididymal body and tail (SRe2). Another di-

TN EEZLND. vides into branches to the epididymal head (SRel) and the up-
per part of the testis (SRt). DD; deferential duct.
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Superior testicular branch arising from the epididymal artery
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The pattern of arterial supply to the upper part of the testis was examined in a series of 14 specimens from 7 Japanese cadavers. The
superior testicular branch (STB) arising from the epididymal artery supplied the upper part of the testis in 10 cases (71%). The
branch from the main arterial trunk supplied it in three cases (21%), and the main branch was distributed to the whole testicular body
in one case (7%). In all three cases of double testicular artery, the branch supplying the upper part of the testis arose from the cranial-
ly originating ramus within the abdomen. They were included in the STB. From these findings, it is inferable that at the early stage of
fetal development the mesonephric arteries form a network, the rete arteriosum urogenitale, from which the mesonephric duct and
gonad are supplied. The persisting network may explain, within certain limits, the variant course of arterial supply to the testis and
epididymis.
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