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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of the intrapelvic fascias
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Fig. 2 The regular lymphatic routes from the urinary bladder and the uterus

Fig. 3 The additional short lymphatic routes from the urinary bladder and the neck
of the uterus

Fig. 4 The additional short lymphatic routes from the ureter and the hypogastric
nerve

Fig. 5 The additional short lymphatic route from the posterior portion of the rec-
tum

Fig. 5

The distribution of the pelvic lymphatics and the relationship with the intrapelvic fascias
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Generally, the pelvic lymphatics run along the lateral ligaments of the pelvic organs. In addition to these usual routes, the following ad-
ditional short routes were recognized: 1) The lymphatics from the urinary bladder and the neck of the uterus drained into the interiliac
lymphnodes after passing over the umbilical ligament and ascending along the lateral side of the common iliac artery. 2) The lymphat-
ics from the ureter and the hypogastric nerve directly drained into the lymphatic chains along the medial side of the internal iliac artery
via the ureter-hypogastric fascia. 3) The posterior lymphatics of the rectum ran posterolaterally and drained into the lymph nodes
along the medial side of the internal iliac artery via the rectosacral fascia. Finally, these additional short lymphatic routes reached the
paraaortic lymphatic chains along the common iliac blood vessels.
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