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Fig. 1 CTAP. The portal vein or superior mesente-
ric vein was encircled by the dense tissue of the pan-
creatic parenchyma adjacent to the confluence of
splenic vein.
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Fig. 2 Intraoperative findings. The dorsal pancreas
was cut off in front of the portal vein. The ventral pan-
creas was revealed to exist behind the portal vein.
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Fig. 3 The resected specimen. Dorsal and ventral
pancreatic components are shown together in the
cutting surface of the pancreas.
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A case of hepatopancreatoduodenectomy for gallbladder carcinoma with an annular
uncinate process encircling the superior mesenteric vein
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Department of Surgery, Division of Gastroenterological Surgery, Tohoku University Graduate School of Medicine

The uncinate process sometimes reaches beyond the superior mesenteric artery (SMA), but there has been no report of an uncinate
process that fuses with the pancreatic body and encircles the superior mesenteric vein (SMV). We encountered a case of gallbladder
carcinoma for which we performed pylorus-preserving pancreatoduodenectomy (PPPD), finding that the annular uncinate process en-
circled the SMV. The SMA was not encircled by the uncinate process, because the SMA branched lower than usual. It was difficult to
perform pancreatojejunostomy because the stump of the pancreas was large and adjacent to the portal vein. Consequently, the patient
had complication of leakage from the pancreatojejunostomy. This abnormal form of pancreas appeared to have resulted from the over-
growth of the ventral pancreas and abnormal amalgamation with the dorsal pancreas.
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