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Fig. 1 A photograph of the quad-
ricuspid pulmonary valve and a draw-
ing of the opened valve. The numbers
on the photograph correspond to the up-
per drawing of the opened valve.

Each cusp was folded toward the lumen.
The folded part of the cusp are shown in
light grey on the drawing and the part of
the pocket in natural position is in dark
grey. A supernumerary cusp (2) of the
pulmonary valve was smaller than the
other cusps, and was located between
the anteriori (1) and right (3) semilu-
nar cusp. Small fenestrations were
present on the wall of the cusps.
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A case of quadricuspid pulmonary valve

Tomonori HARADA!, Isao TSUBOI!, Hiroyuki HARA!, Michiko NAITO!, Kazuyuki SHIMADA!2, Shin AIZAWA!
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A supernumerary cusp of the pulmonary semilunar valve was found in an 88-year-old Japanese woman. The valve was composed of
three equal-sized cusps and one smaller cusp. Each cusp was folded toward the lumen. Small fenestrations were also present on the
wall of the cusps. The supernumerary cusp was located between the anterior and right semilunar cusps with the original aortic bulb.
We found the quadricuspid pulmonary valve in two of about 2,500 cadavers examined.
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