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Hepato-biliary-pancreatic surgery based on surgical anatomy: significance of lymphatic dissection
of root of the small-bowel mesentery for pancreatic head cancer

Tetsuo OHTA
Department of Gastroenterological Surgery, Kanazawa University Hospital, Kanazawa

Pancreatic head tissue is composed of ventral and dorsal anlagen from the viewpoint of embryology. Recently, we found that carcino-
mas from the ventral and dorsal pancreas domain exhibit different patterns of cancer spread: Pancreatic head cancers derived from the
dorsal pancreas domain grow very large and invade the common hepatic artery by the time of diagnosis, resulting in no indication of
surgical management. In contrast, most pancreatic cancers which are candidates for curative resection, originate mainly from the ven-
tral pancreas domain and spread early to the root of the small-bowel mesentery including the superior mesenteric vein and artery.
Here, the significance of lymphatic dissection of the root of the small-bowel mesentery in the surgical management of pancreatic head
cancer is discussed.
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