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The gastroesophageal flap valve (GEFV) is the geometry of the gastroesophageal junction assessed with the endoscope in the
retroflexed position. GEFV is composed of two factors, one is the presence of the prominent fold of tissue in close proximity to the
shaft of the endoscope, and the other is the opening space around the shaft of the endoscope at the cardiac orifice. The lack of the
prominent fold of tissue and the large opening space of the cardiac orifice is said to be associated with reflux esophagitis. The aim of
this study was to determaine the relationship between the gross anatomy and GEFV assessed with the endoscope. Our observation
was performed on three esophagogastric specimens obtained from elderly Japanese fresh frozen cadavers. After specimens were filled
with water or air, a part of the lower esophagus 2 cm above the gastroesophageal junction formed a little narrow caliber segment,
which was called ring A in the esophagography. And lower part of esophagus below ring A became sac-shaped dilatation, which was
called vestibule in esophagography. Endoscopic image of GEFV in the retroflexed position inserted into the specimen showed that the
opening space of GEFV was made of the extent of this vestibule. GEFV also disappeared when the stomach was laid flat, so called “a
steerhorn stomach’ by an external force. In conclusion, GEFV was not the valve structure to inhibit the reflux, but it showed the exis-
tence of angle of HIS and the space of the vestibule.
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