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Anatomy of the posterior rami nervi spinales
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A precise description of the anatomical structure is always beneficial for surgical procedures. We studied the branching pattern of the
posterior rami nervi spinales, which has not been clearly depicted after Bogduk et al reported that there was triplication in the
posterior rami in the lumbar segments.

Upon dissection of the thoracic segments of 14 human cadavers from the ventral approach, we found that the basic branching was
triplication. We found that basic ramification in the lumbar segments was fourfold (or more than three) after we found a new lateral
branch where we found three muscular branches and two cutaneous branches. In total, we hypothesize that there are three units in
which the three muscle branches supply three muscle compartments.
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